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Main Information Center—Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce,  507 W. Water Street, (563) 382-3990. 

Open Thursday-Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

• 

Information and interactive tent— Canopy 1 at east end of Water Street. Friday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
Saturday from after the parade until 5:00 p.m. Stop by with questions about the Fest, take a fun photo, and 
pin the map with your hometown.

Sons of Norway Information Tent—District 1 Sons of Norway information tent located in front of Donlon 
HealthMart, 201 W. Water St. Open regular Nordic Fest hours. 

Official Nordic Fest Merchandise—Official Nordic Fest Merchandise may be purchased at the Decorah Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Nordic Fest merchandise includes: Grizzly mugs, “You had me at lefse” logo t-shirts, 
sweatshirts and dishtowels, embroidered ball caps and gnome magnets.

Copyright © 2018 Nordic Fest Board. All rights reserved. No part of this program may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without the written permission if the Nordic Fest Board. Printed at 
Anundsen Publishing Company.

To ensure everyone’s safe enjoyment of Nordic Fest, the use of bicycles, skateboards, scooters, roller skates and roller 
blades, snap and  pop or firework devices are prohibited in designated Fest areas. Dogs and other pets must be on 
leashes, and Decorah’s Animal Waste Ordinance will be enforced. All golf carts must be licensed official Nordic Fest 
vehicle. No other carts are allowed in official Nordic Fest areas. —Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Helpful Fest Information
PLEASE  JOIN  US  FOR  OPENING  CEREMONIES!

Opening Ceremonies will commence at 6:45 p.m. Thursday - Courthouse Square.

FIRST AID: Notify the Information Center, (563( 382-3990, or call 911.

LOST & FOUND: Police Station at City Hall, (563) 382-3667.

ABSOLUTELY NO PARKING along parade route Saturday morning. See map on page 15 for parade route.

EMERGENCY PARKING restrictions strictly enforced.

OPEN CONTAINERS or public consumption of alcoholic beverages outside designated areas is prohibited by 
city ordinance - which is strictly enforced.

MAIN INFO CENTER (563) 382-3990 • FIRE/AMBULANCE/POLICE - CALL 911

MAP OF DOWNTOWN DECORAH—located on page 15 of this program. 
PUBLIC RESTROOMS—located at Bank of the West Arcade and Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce. Portable 
units at various locations around town. See the map on page 15.  Additional family restrooms available at 
Montessori School and First United Methodist Church.
SEVERE WEATHER—In the event of severe weather the community siren will run for at least three minutes; 
please take shelter at the closest available building. Consult a member of the Board for additional assistance and 
direction.

Programs, General Information 
& Nordic Fest Merchandise

Downtown  Transportation
DECORAH TROLLEY—The trolley will offer six pick up locations throughout downtown 
Decorah and will run a continuous loop. Friday noon - 5:00 p.m. and Saturday 12:30-5:00 p.m. 
Specific locations are pinpointed on the fest map on page 15.

HOTEL/CAMPGROUND SHUTTLE— Hotel/campground transportation provided by EARL. Pickup and 
drop off locations are: Vesterheim, Pulpit Rock Campground, Country Inn, Super 8, Fairfield Inn and Quality 
Inn. The shuttle will run continuously on Friday from 12:10 p.m. until last pick up at Vesterheim at 8:00 p.m. 
and Saturday from 8:10-10:00 a.m. and after the parade until last Vesterheim pick up at 10:10 p.m. Loops 
approximately every 25- 30 minutes. Rides are free but donations are encouraged. 

• Check-in point for group tours

• Tickets for church dinners

• First aid

• Fest button and program sales

• Official Nordic Fest merchandise sales

• General information, sporting event registration

• Gnomes on the Trail maps

• Chair raffle tickets

Nordic Fest Medallions will again be available for 
purchase at the 52nd Annual Nordic Fest. Medals 
are available in .999 fine silver, gold plated and 
antique bronze while supplies last. The 2018 
medal features the bridge at Dunnings Spring. 
Medals may be purchased during the Fest at 
the Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce, or by 
mail at: Nordic Fest Medals, 2166 Pole Line Road, 
Decorah, IA 52101 or by email at 
ddtrytten@gmail.com.

48th Annual 
Nordic Fest Medals

Buy Additional 
Nordic Fest Buttons

and Support the Fest!

All proceeds from button sales 
go to support Nordic Fest.

More official Nordic Fest Merchandise is 
available at the Decorah Area Chamber of 
Commerce: Grizzly mugs, “You had me at 

lefse” logo t-shirts, sweatshirts and dishtowels, 
embroidered ball caps and gnome magnets.

Thank you for your contribution.
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2018 Nordic Fest Board

2018 Nordic Fest Flag Recipient— 
Mildred “Midge” Kjome

Nordic  Fest  2018  Honorees

Yes, we love this country
 as it rises forth,
rugged, weathered, above the sea,
with the thousands of homes.
Love, love it and think
of our father and mother
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.

 Ja, vi elsker dette landet 
som det stiger frem,
furet, vaerbitt, over vannet, 
med de tusen hjem.
Elsker, elsker det og tenker 
på vår far og mor
og den saganatt som senker
drømme på vår jord.
og den saganatt som senker
drømme på vår jord.

Norwegian National Anthem
Ja, vi elsker dette landet  (Yes we love this country)

2018 Nordic Fest Grand Marshal—
Julie Shockey Trytten

Front row left to right: Julie Shockey Trytten, Don Berg, Beth Eide, 
Brian Solberg, Kristina Wilgen, Alex Aakre

Second row left to right: Andi Hemesath, Chris Fassbender, Laura 
Lemke, Linda Wolfs, John Schroeher, Kory Courtney, Laurie Meinholz, 
Martha Griesheimer

Back row left to right: Chris Hick, Ann Kephart, Greg Eide, Dwayne 
Lundtvedt, Emily Feller, Rachael Buresh, Jenna Haynes

Not pictured: Kris Vande Krol, Shannon Duncan, Brent Buresh, 
Tina Deeny

Originally from Albert Lea, Minnesota, Shockey Trytten is a 2001 
graduate of Luther College. She has volunteered at the Fest for 
the past 15 years, running the Nordic Fest Lefse Booth for the 
past 7 years. “Karla Erdman, in my opinion, was and always will be 
the Lefse Queen. When she turned the booth over to me, she left 
me a well-oiled machine. We’ve made a lot of changes in the past 
few years, but her lefse legacy lives on!” said Shockey Trytten.

In addition to volunteering at the Lefse Booth, Shockey Trytten 
has volunteered for or been on the board for several non-profits in Decorah including 
Winneshiek County United Way, Humane Society of Northeast Iowa, Decorah United 
Soccer Club and the Winneshiek County Pheasants Forever.

She has worked at Luther College for the past 17 years, currently serving as the Director 
of Media Relations. Shockey Trytten lives in Decorah with her two kids, Larsson and 
Anawrenn.  

“I know several folks more deserving of this honor; thank you to all of you who paved the 
way for our current Nordic Fest Board to be able to do what we’re doing,” Shockey Trytten 
said. “Decorah is filled with so many amazing people I have yet to meet. If we have not yet 
met, stop by the Lefse Booth at Nordic Fest and introduce yourself, I’d love to hear your 
story!”

Nordic Fest, held in Decorah, Iowa, is an annual celebration of Scandinavian heritage, 
culture and food. More than 10,000 visitors travel to Decorah each year for three days 
of festing, and since 1967, more than 1.5 million visitors from all over the world have 
attended Nordic Fest.

Mildred “Midge” Kjome, a Decorah native and a 1967 
graduate of Luther College, has organized and presented the 
Nordic Fest Bunad Shows for 21 years, 1998-2018. In addition 
to the Nordic Fest shows she organized and presented many 
Vesterheim Elderhostel Bunad Shows and recently presented 
shows at Peterson, Minnesota’s Gammel Dag Fest.

“We treasure our bunads and are proud to wear them for 
the festivals and special celebrations of our Norwegian 
heritage. Our models return year after year to participate in 
the Bunad Show. When we lose one of our models, as we have with the passing of Helen 
Bidne Hendrickson, we dedicate our show to the memory of our friend. This year, we will 
remember Helen, who never missed a Nordic Fest Bunad Show,” said Kjome.

Over the years Midge has decorated several Nordic Fest Windows for the Decorah 
Genealogy Association and for the Porter House Museum.  Her daily engagement with 
the Decorah Genealogy Association Family and Local History Research Center has 
stretched over the last 15 years as librarian and researcher. She says that 90 percent of 
the family history research done in the DGA Library is about Norwegian immigrants and 
their ancestors and descendants; much of the information has to be translated from 
Norwegian, which she enjoys doing to keep up her Norwegian language skills. 

In addition to her involvement with the DGA Library, Midge is a Porter House Museum 
board member and volunteer.  She is interested in Decorah and Winneshiek County 
history and is often giving programs on these subjects for local organizations and also as 
far as Des Moines and La Crosse.

Midge is a retired educator, having taught in both the U.S. and in Norway.  She returned 
to Decorah in 1989 after spending 20 years working in Norway. She says, “Borte er bra 
men hjemme er best.” (Away is fine but home is best!)

What is koselig? Cozy is the closest translation, but it’s really much more 
than that. It’s a very deep feeling of warmth and contentment; a sense of 
intimacy and comfort.

Koselig Time
Honoring St. Olav Medal Recipients

Sunday 11:00 a.m.-noon
Vesterheim Courtyard        Bring your own lawn chairs
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 BALLOONS BY KEVIN—Kevin is the Midwest’s premier balloon artist, providing  
twisting entertainment, balloon arches, storefront/event decor, custom photo ops, 
deliveries, balloon drops and releases, and much more for 100s of events. Kevin 
loves his job and loves helping people discover their inner 
child.

BUNAD SHOW—Scandinavian Folk Costume show 
featuring a beautiful collection of authentic Norwegian 
costumes located at the Hotel Winneshiek in the air 
conditioned Steyer Opera House.

CBB JAZZ COMBO— Members of the Chatfield Brass 
Band formed this group in 2011 and decided to bring 
some “jazzy” swing tunes to venues around the area. They 
do “classic big band music” which includes some blues 
and bebop. It’s an easygoing, fun group of guys who 
have been playing music for many years and find jazz 
standards and improvising fun and challenging.

ERIK SESSIONS AND JOHN GOODIN—Erik Sessions (violin) 
and John Goodin (mandolin and guitar) regularly perform 
together in a variety of settings, most notably with the 
nationally known folk dance band Contratopia. Erik and John 
enjoy playing a mixture of fiddle music from various traditions 
in addition to American, Celtic and original fiddle tunes. 

FOOT-NOTES—Foot-Notes celebrates Nordic Fest 
with a big ol’ community street dance both Friday and 
Saturday nights, including waltz, polka, schottische 
and two-steps. Playing traditional dance tunes on 
fiddle, guitar, mandolin and bass, Foot-Notes have 
been entertainers at Nordic Fest for 25 years.

GRASS RUN BAND—From La Crosse, Wisconsin, and 
Calmar, Iowa, these four friends easily share vocals 
and rotate among traditional acoustic instruments, 
including: a couple of guitars, a resophonic guitar 
or “dobro”, a fiddle, a banjo, a doghouse bass, three 
mandolins, an autoharp and a mountain dulcimer!  

GULLGUTANE —The male voice choir Gullgutane 
from Suldal, Norway, performs their musical Farvel du 
Moder Norge (Farewell to Mother Norway). Sixty actors, 
singers and musicians (ranging in age from 11 to 75) tell 
the story of emigration from Suldal, Norway, to America 
in the mid 19th century through the use of storytelling, 
shanties, traditional Norwegian folk songs, and even a 
few American songs. The musical will appeal to anyone 
who has felt a longing for home or the call to greener pastures. Tickets: free-will 
donation at the door.  

HELEN JOHNSON—Helen Johnson is a singer/songwriter from 
Decorah, who has been performing her original music, as well as 
covers, for more than six years. She covers a wide variety of genres 
and artists, and her originals feature piano and guitar with carefully 
crafted lyrics. Helen is currently studying political science, music 
and Spanish at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, where 
she is beginning her second year this fall. 

JACOB HRDLICKA— He’s back and better than ever... Hopefully! 
Jacob is 22 year old Decorah native. After a hiatus from playing, 
he will be performing with his acoustic guitar and loop pedal. 
Come have a blast and listen to a variety of songs!

JIM BUSTA BAND WITH MOLLIE B—The Jim Busta Band has 
been performing for more than 35 years.  Their music is a mix 
of polkas, waltzes and other two-step numbers featuring many 
vocals with lead singers Mollie B and Chad Busta. Mollie B, Jim’s daughter, is 
nationally known in the polka world and has her own televison show on RFD-TV: 
“The Mollie B Polka Party.”  She also performs in “The Mollie B Christmas Special”  in 
Branson, Missouri. 

93RD MERIDIAN—Each standing 6’ 6” tall, Kurt Bearinger and 
Jake Doty are 2Tall4U. They have been playing music together 
since meeting at Luther College in 2011. They play a wide 
variety of music including country, acoustic rock and your 
favorite hits from the 80s, 90s and early 2000s. 

61 RUMORS— A little Johnny Cash... a little Tom Petty... and 
a whole lot of fun. 61 Rumors play rock ‘n’ roll the way it was 
meant to be. Drawing on several decades of American music, 61 
Rumors ignites the party and keeps the fire burning with their 
blend of originals and covers. The Rumors are true...

ACE JONES—Ace Jones is a Sunnyvale, California native singer/
songwriter from Marion, Iowa.  He writes, records, and produces 
his own music out of his home studio. He performs from street 
corners to fairs and festivals all over the United States. His live 
set consists of originals and covers of pop, rock and folk, and 
delivers a range of songs from high energy to somber reflection.

ANNE ELISEBETH SKOGEN—Skogen is a Norwegian storyteller 
living in Suldal, Ryfylke, close to the city of Stavanger. She works as 
an artist and storyteller and has a Norwegian storyteller education 
from Oslo (university level). She will perform an oral story telling 
about the first Norwegian emigrant ship, Restauration (1825), 
and its passengers, the sloopers. The performance is based on both literature and 
original sources. 

Beverage Garden
NO CHARGE FOR BEVERAGE 
GARDEN ENTERTAINMENT

About the Entertainers

AVEY GROUWS BAND (Friday 8:30p.m.-12:00 a.m.)—
Hitting hard with a soul for Blues, Rock & Americana, 
Avey/Grouws Band takes charge and audiences are 
taking note! Winners of the 2017 Iowa Blues Challenge. 
Semifinalists at the International Blues Challenge in 
Memphis. Forming in January of 2017, the Avey/Grouws 
Band has started a buzz with memorable performances 
at The Prairie Dog Blues Fest, The Mississippi Valley Blues 
Fest and Smokin’ In Steele BBQ & Blues

MATT MAHLUM (Friday 7:00-8:00 p.m.)— Born and 
raised in La Crosse, Wisconsin, Matt Mahlum is an 
acoustic, singer/songwriter standard. Big powerful vocals 
with lyrics that are heartfelt and close to home, Matt 
plays both originals and popular covers.

JEFFERY LACKMANN (Saturday 6:00-8:00 p.m.)— Jeffrey 
Lackmann plays original folk tunes with made-from-
scratch lyrics fit to feed the soul, or at least tide you over 
for a while. Ingredients include: guitar and words and 
notes.

YOU OUGHTA KNOW (Saturday 8:30p.m.-12:00 a.m.)— 
You Oughta Know is a group of 1990s enthusiasts that 
have sealed the best musical decade inside hand-
coopered European Oak aging casks of 18 years, 
only now to extract the most volatile mega-
pop ever to be unleashed in the great state 
of Minnesota for your pure nostalgic listening 
pleasure. Led by vocalist Sarah Adams who 
does full juicy justice to the likes of Whitney and 
Mariah, You Oughta Know is a danceperience 
you will never forget.

NEW THIS YEAR
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SQUARE DANCERS WITH LES LALONE, CALLER—Dancers from Iowa, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota will be doing modern western square dancing as well 
as some line and round dancing.

SQUIRREL TAIL—A Bluegrass and old classic country 
band formed several years ago by Joe Helgeson and Pat 
Carey. They enjoy playing at festivals, city celebrations, 
home parties barn dances, etc. Members include: Pat 
Carey-banjo, guitar, stand up bass; Hannah Brechbill-
stand up bass, mandolin; Sandy Christopher-guitar, 
stand up bass; Joe Helgeson-fiddle, mandolin, 
guitar.

STIX OF FURY—Stix of Fury is a private drumline 
and color guard made up of students in 6th 
through 12th grade within the Blooming Prairie 
School District. The drumline and color guard 
perform at many events throughout the summer.

THE OK FACTOR—The OK Factor is a progressive folk duo 
comprised of Olivia Diercks on cello and Karla Dietmeyer on 
violin. Based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, The OK Factor writes 
original music influenced by various genres and styles, and 
performs and conducts educational workshops primarily 
across the Midwest. Though they are both classically trained 
musicians, their passion lies in stretching the limits of their instruments, and 
encouraging others to do so, as well. Both are Luther graduates.

THOR—Haakon & Thor Anderson are a father and son fiddle/
accordion duo from Minneapolis, Minnesota. Previously, Haakon 
has played at Nordic Fest on several occasions with the youth 
ensemble “Fiddlers on Fire.” This year Haakon and Thor will share a 
lively set of traditional Norwegian and Swedish folk tunes.

THE FILM ALBUM—An introduction to Norwegian photographer Knud Knudsen’s 
world of images, produced by the Norwegian Film Institute. Knudsen (1832-1915) is 
considered one of Norway’s most important photographers.

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF UPPER MIDWEST CULTURES—Anna Rue, Marcus 
Cederstrom, and Nate Gibson from this center at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison, tell us all about the history of the Folk Music Festival, held during Nordic 
Fest starting in 1968. They’ll highlight some of the archived festival recordings and 
talk about their project at the university.

OLE OLESON—Portrayed by living history presenter Roger Hellesvig from 
Minneapolis. The performance will be in Vesterheim’s Haugan House, where 
Roger will bring the story of Norwegian immigration to life with storytelling and 
conversation.

ARNA RENNAN—Arna grew up hearing Norwegian songs in her home and later 
moved to Norway, immersing herself in folk music traditions. Her performances give 
audiences a glimpse of the magical real world of folklore and traditional folk music 
with ballads from the middle ages, stev, overtone 
flute and langeleik.

SKJALDBORG—This group from Elk Horn, Iowa, 
will present their Viking encampment and will 
entertain throughout the day with full Viking combat 
demonstrations. Skjaldborg means “fortress of 
shields.”

About the Entertainers

Entertainers at Vesterheim

JOSHUA VORVICK—Singer/Songwriter Joshua Vorvick is a 
classically trained vocalist who lost his way.  Led astray by the 
trappings of pop, jazz, roots and rock he was banished by the 
village elders and left with no alternative but to write his own 
dang songs. This is Joshua’s second appearance at Nordic Fest, 
which continues to fulfill a decades-old request by his sister that 
he “go play in traffic.”

KYLE AND DAVE—Kyle and Dave have been performing an 
eclectic blend of traditional and modern Norwegian folk music, making them 
Nordic Fest favorites for nearly two decades. 

LEWIS KNUDSEN BAND— Lewis Knudsen is a multi-
instrumentalist songwriter based in theQuad Cities. In the 
past few years Lewis has toured coast to coast in the US, 
as well as South Korea, Germany, Holland, Denmark and 
the U.K. Influences include James Taylor, Randy Newman, 
Ben Folds, Hozier and Rufus Wainwright. Lewis’ most recent 
album “Philip” is enjoying airplay on Iowa Public Radio. Plans 
for 2018 include a tour of the East Coast, as well as a project 
to write, record and release a new song each week 
for the entire year.

LUREN SINGERS—The oldest Norwegian-
American male chorus in continuous existence 
in the U.S. The Luren Singers perform Norwegian 
national songs and popular American repetoire.

MEADOWLARK VALLEY—Meadowlark Valley is 
the music of J.J. Schrick including influences from folk rockers 
such as Fleet Foxes, Mumford and Sons, and Father John Misty. 
Playing all the instruments himself, J.J. recorded an album 
over the course of a summer in the studio connected to his 
college’s radio station. Deeply rooted in nature and metaphor, 
Meadowlark Valley’s raw sound tells of friendships and 
relationships.

MICHELLE LYNN—Michelle Lynn specializes in taking true 
tales from history -  full of depravity, folly and vice—and 
presenting them as melodies for inspiration, amusement 
and reflection.

NICK VANDE KROL AND FRIENDS—Nick is a Decorah native 
that has played with many other local artists. As a former member of the Bread 
and Butter String band, he plays folksy bluegrass music. A frequent performer at 
Nordic Fest, this year he has pulled together some of his friends to help him out.

NAMOLI BRENNET—Dubbed, “Among the best folk-rock 
artists in the US”, songwriter Namoli Brennet has been touring 
with her own brand of moody and inspiring music since 2002. 
A recent Iowa transplant, Brennet was based out of Tucson, 
Arizona for over a decade and her music still carries some of 
the stark, persistent beauty of the desert. She’s a breathtaking 
and moving performer, and her sweet, road-weary voice is as quick to deliver 
her wit and humor. She’s been described as a cross between Patty Griffin, Lori 
McKenna and Amy Ray, and Zocalo magazine calls her music, “Gorgeous and 
introspective.” 

NORDIC DANCERS—A unique group of folk dancers 
that help us remember the traditional folk dances of 
Scandinavia. The Nordic Dancers consist of two groups 
of area students; the Junior Nordic Dancers and the 
Senior Nordic Dancers. They are accompanied by the 
Nordic Dancers Orchestra.

ROCHESTER AREA ACCORDION BAND—The 
Rochester Area Accordion Band brings “Freshly 
Squeezed Music” to Nordic Fest!  The band has 
been active since 1998 with the 14 accordionists 
playing a variety of music from old popular 
songs, classical, sing-along, the usually expected 
polkas, and many Scandinavian favorites.

Official Nordic Fest Lefse
Support Nordic Fest with this delicious Norwegian 

treat and bottled water sold in front of the 
Oneota Community Co-op 

Kitchen Classroom
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Time Canopy 2
Water & Washington St

Canopy 3
Water & Court St

Canopy 4
Water & Mechanic St

Beverage Garden
River and Day Spring Lane

Other Locations Courthouse Square
Main St

6:30 p.m.

Balloons by Kevin
5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Corner of Water and 
Washington

Opening Ceremonies  6:45 p.m.
including performances by Luren Singers and  Nordic 

Dancers along with introductions of Board of Directors, 
Grand Marshal and Flag Recipient 

as well as Flag and Bunad presentations

7:00 p.m

7:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m

Nick Vande Krol
and Friends

Jim Busta Band 
with Molly B

Lewis Knudson Band

8:30 p.m.

9:00 p.m

9:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m

10:30 p.m.

Time Canopy 2
Water & Washington St

Canopy 3
Water & Court St

Canopy 4
Water & Mechanic St

Beverage Garden
River and Day Spring Lane

Other Locations Courthouse Square
Main St

Vesterheim

10:00 a.m.

Jim Busta Band 
with Mollie B

Arts & Crafts Center
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Decorah Middle School

Family Fornoyelse 
(FUN) Event

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Decorah Covenant 

Church 

NEIA Montessori 
Water Play Area

 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Water St. between 

River and Mechanic

ArtHaus 
Kids Arts and Crafts
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Quilts of Valor 
Presentation 

11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Decorah Middle School 

Gym

Anne Elisebeth 
Skogen

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Ballroom A

Hotel Winneshiek

Balloons by Kevin
1:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Corner of Water and 
Washington 

10:30 a.m.
Helen Johnson

11:00 a.m.
Nordic Dancers

9:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Activities in Vesterheim’s 

Open Air Division
Skjaldborg Viking 

Encampment

12:00-4:00 p.m.  
Ole Oleson 

Haugan House
Open Air Division

1:30 p.m.
Center for the Study of 

Upper Midwest Cultures
50 Years of Folk Music at 

Nordic Fest
Bethania Church

3:00 p.m. 
Arna Rennan

Bethania Church

11:30 a.m.

Kyle & Dave

12:00 p.m.

Ace Jones

12:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

Open Bags Play
See details on page 10.

1:30 p.m.

CBB Jazz Combo

2:00 p.m.

Helen Johnson2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
Jacob Hrdlicka

3:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m.
Meadowlark Valley Gullgutane 

Accordion Band4:30 p.m.

The OK Factor
5:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
Ace Jones

Grass Run Band
6:00 p.m. Luren Singers

with Gullgutane6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

93rd Meridian

Les Lalone Square 
Dancers

Matt Muhlum
Nordic Dancers7:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Lewis Knudsen Band
8:30 p.m.

Avey Grouws Band

Gullgutane 
Accordion Band

8:30-9:159:00 p.m.

9:30 p.m.
Foot-Notes

10:00 p.m.

10:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m.

11:30 p.m.

12:00 a.m.

Entertainment
All performances are at no charge unless otherwise noted. 

Entertainment is subject to change.  Main Information Center at the Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce will post any changes. 

Thursday, July 26, Opening Ceremonies: 

Friday, July 27: 
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Time Canopy 2
Water & Washington St

Canopy 3
Water & Court St

Canopy 4
Water & Mehanic St

Beverage Garden
River and Day Spring Lane

Other Locations Courthouse Square
Main St

Vesterheim

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

Namoli Brennet
1:00 p.m.

Kyle & Dave

Rochester Accordion 
Band

Bags Tournament Play
See details on page 10.

Arts & Crafts Center
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Decorah Middle School

Family Fornoyelse 
(FUN) Event

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Decorah Covenant Church

NEIA Montessori 
Water Play Area

 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Water St between River 

and Mechanic

ArtHaus 
Kids Arts and Crafts

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Bunad Show
2:00 p.m.

Steyer Opera House at 
Hotel Winneshiek

Anne Elisebeth Skogen 
3:30 p.m.

Steyer Opera House at 
Hotel Winneshiek

Quilts of Valor 
Presentation 

2:00 p.m.
Decorah Middle School Gym

Gullgutane 
2:00 p.m.

Decorah High School Audi-
torium

Balloons by Kevin
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Corner of Water and 
Washington

Stix of Fury
9:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Activities in Vesterheim’s 
Open Air Division
Skjaldborg Viking 

Encampment

12:00-4:00 p.m.  
Ole Oleson 

Haugan House
Open Air Division

1:00 p.m.
Center for the Study of 

Upper Midwest Cultures
50 Years of Folk Music at 

Nordic Fest
Bethania Church

3:00 p.m. 
Arna Rennan

Bethania Church

3:00 p.m.
Film Screening: Album

Viking Theater

1:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m. Decorah High School 
Drum Line
2:00-2:452:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

Joshua Vorvick Nick Vande Krol
and Friends

Lutefisk Contest
3:30 p.m.

Squirrel Tail
4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Erik Sessions & 
John Goodin

5:30 p.m.
Thor Squirrel Tail

6:00 p.m.

Jeffery Lackmann
6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Foot-Notes

Michelle Lynn

61 Rumors

Nordic Dancers
*Rain location: Decorah Middle 

School Gym

7:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

8:30 p.m.

You Oughta Know

9:00 p.m.

9:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m.
FIREWORKS FIREWORKS

10:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m.

11:30 p.m.

12:00 a.m.

Saturday, July 28:

Fireworks — Amazing fireworks display along the 
Upper Iowa River. Seating at athletic fields near city hall. 
Buy chair raffle tickets at the Chamber to support the 
fireworks show.

Fireworks  10:00  p.m.
Saturday, July 28 

FUTURE NORDIC FEST DATES
    JULY 25-27, 2019   JULY 23-25, 2020   JULY 29-31, 2021

 FRIDAY   9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY  9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.  

Many exhibitors of arts and crafts.
Decorah Middle School, 405 Winnebago St.  No charge.

NORDIC FEST 
ARTS & CRAFTS CENTER

GRAND PARADE
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Food  &  Demonstrations
Various locations around town.  See the map below and on page 15 of this program.

Vendors will be serving Thursday 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Food is subject to availability.

1. Bratwurst, kraut, hot dogs, sweet soup, lemonade, pop and bottled water—
Located near Hammel Jewelers, 108 W. Water Street. Sponsored by Sunflower 
Child Development Center. 

2. Lingonberry ice cream—Located near Verizon Be Mobile, 110 W. Water Street. 
Sponsored by Kinderhaus.

3. Varme Pølse, soda, bottled water—Located near The Country Garden, 113 W. 
Water Street. Sponsored by Xi Zeta Omicron, Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi Sorority. 

4. Kringla (soft buttermilk cookies)—Located near Gallery of Tops, 114 W. Water 
Street. Sponsored by Glenwood Lutheran Church Women. 

5. Krumkake—Demonstrations in Bank of the West Lobby, 120 W. Water Street. 
Sales in booth in front of Bank of the West. Samples, recipes and gluten-free 
Krumkake available. Krumkake means “curved cake.” They are baked on a special 
iron and rolled into a cone shape while still hot. Sponsored by Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church. 

6. Rosettes, kringle, sandbakkels, krumkake, lemonade, iced tea, bottled 
water—Located near Happiness Is, 121 W. Water Street. Sponsored by Nordic 
Dancers. 

7. Popcorn—Located near Donlon Pharmacy, 201 W. Water Street. Sponsored by 
Decorah Lions Club.

8. Norwegian meatballs(Kjottboller)—Serving Norwegian meatballs, meatball 
subs, chips, beverages and bottled water. Located near J Tupy’s, 211 W. Water 
Street. Sponsored by Decorah High School Cross Country Teams. 

9. Ice cream waffles (vaffel), ice cream sundaes—Located near Sports World, 
212 W. Water Street. Sponsored by Luther College Athletics—Women’s Volleyball. 

10. Rosette & rømmegrøt—Located near The Lingonberry, 218 W. Water Street. 
Sponsored by Canoe Ridge Lutheran Church. 

11. Lefse—Times for demonstrations will be posted. Sales located in front of the 
Oneota Co-op Kitchen Classroom, 312 W. Water Street. Sponsored by the Nordic 
Fest Board. 

12. Moo-Mobile malts—Strawberry, chocolate and 
vanilla and many other flavors. Located near the 
Oneota Community Co-op, 312 W. Water Street. 
Sponsored by Decorah FFA and Boosters. 

13. Cheese curds—WW Homestead Dairy fried 
cheese curds. Located in Canopy 5 in the Beverage 
Garden. Sponsored by Rotary Club of Decorah.

14. Pork chops on a stick, pop, water—Located near 
Sundance Travel, 401 W. Water Street. Sponsored by 
Winneshiek Co. Community of Hope. 

15. Grønnsaker (fresh marinated vegetables)—Served on lettuce leaves with 
garnishes of dill, cheese, green onion, parsley and more! Also serving Harrington 
sweet corn-on-the-cob. Located near Red Roxy Quilts, 415 W. Water Streeet. 
Sponsored by Northeast Iowa Peace and Justice Center.

16. Delicious “Hearts of Goodness” by Nordic Waffles—will be selling these 
delicious treats again this year right on Water Street. Nordic waffles are different 
from American and Belgian waffles. They are thinner, softer, and resemble the 
texture of a crêpe. They will be served with both sweet and savory toppings. 
Located near ArtHaus, 508 W. Water Street.

17. Grilled steak or roast beef sandwiches, locally raised and processed 
hamburgers, bottled water, Spring Grove soda, beverages with ice—Shade 
and seating available. Located near the city softball diamond and tennis courts. 
Sponsored by Winneshiek County Cattlemen’s Association.  

18. Limonade—Located at the Courthouse Square. Sponsored by Girl Scouts of 
Eastern Iowa Oneota Service Unit.

19. Bake sale—Bars, cookies and other treats including Norwegian Cinnamon 
Thumbs. Located inside the Middle School at the Arts & Craft Center. Sponsored 
by Viking Voyagers.
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EXHIBITIONS
Main Building:
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission to the Main Building is $10 adults, $8 seniors 65+, 
and $5 children ages 7-18; free on Thursday.

Featuring woodworking; rosemaling (decorative painting); bunader (festive 
costumes); the 25-ft. ship TradeWind; silver; fine art; furniture; press gallery; 
church gallery; military gallery.

Special exhibitions:
National Norwegian-American Folk Art Exhibition - Showcasing 
the finest contemporary American artists working in the 
Norwegian tradition. Many pieces are for sale by silent auction. 
Bids must be submitted by 4 p.m. Saturday, July 28. Visit the 
exhibition for details. Sponsored by Decorah Bank & Trust.

Spoons. Carving. Community

Rocks and Hard Places: Emigration Through the Lens of Knud 
Knudsen

Open Air Division (12 historic buildings):
Open Friday and Saturday, 12-4 p.m., tour on your own, no 
admission fee. Guided tours of the Open Air Division on 
Thursday (free) and Sunday (with admission ticket) at 10:30 
a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m.

DEMONSTRATIONS, DISPLAYS, AND SALES
Filigree Jewelry Making: Liz Bucheit. (Saturday only)

Woodcut Prints: Carl Homstad (Saturday only)

Psalmodikon (stringed instrument): 
Beatrice Hole

Rope Making: Dick Enstad

Folk-art Demonstrations: Vesterheim 
Folk Art School artists in the 
Norwegian tradition

Living Heritage Demonstrators: 
Blacksmithing, forging, leatherwork, 
spoon carving and stave container 
construction, rosemaling, acanthus 
and dragonstyle carving, and post and beam 
carving

Vesterheim Ribbon-Winning Rosemalers Sales 
Shop

Oneota Weavers and Spinners Guild Sales 
Shop: Hand-felted Santas and Christmas 
ornaments/figures, hand-woven rugs, scarves/
shawls, table runners and more

Country Gallery Antiques: Specializing in 
Scandinavian antiques—textiles, jewelry, 
decorated woodenware, sewing tools, 
kitchenware, prints and painted furniture

Vesterheim Museum Store: Open 9 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Thursday through Saturday. Sweaters, jewelry, 
folk art, cooking supplies, books, and more

Meal  Locations
Indoor seated meal venues

Friday, July 27:
Smørgåsbord—Decorah Lutheran Church, 309 Winnebago St. Air-conditioned and 
handicap accessible. Friday 5:00 p.m-7:00 p.m. with reserved seating times. Menu: 
Norwegian meatballs, mashed potatoes, gravy, herring (sild), glazed carrots, coleslaw, relish 
tray, lefse, rolls, sweet soup, rømmegrøt, cheese, Norwegian pastries, coffee, iced tea, milk.  
Adults, $15; children under 10, $6; 5 and under free.  Tickets will be available at the church 
office or at the Chamber beginning July 1. Groups welcome! (563)-382-3601.

Saturday, July 28:
Pannekake (Pancake) Breakfast —  All you can eat pancakes with sausage and beverage. 
Free will donation. 6:30-9:30 a.m. 400 Claiborne Dr., Fire Department, City Hall Building. 
Sponsored by Decorah Fire Department. 

Norwegian Dinner — First Lutheran Church, 604 W. Broadway. Air conditioned and 
handicap accessible. Saturday 4:00-7:15 p.m. with reserved seating times. Meatballs, 
ham, herring, glazed carrots, parsley potatoes, cheeses, lefse, salads, sweet soup, 
rømmegrøt, Norwegian pastries, beverages. Adults $15; Children 10 & under $7. On 
Friday and Saturday tickets will be available all day at the Chamber office until 3:00 p.m. 
and then at the church beginning at 3:30 p.m. Groups welcome! (563) 382-2638.

Friday, July 27 & Saturday, July 28:
Build Your Own Nordic Fest Taco/Taco Salad Buffet— First United Methodist Church, 302 
W. Broadway. Air conditioned. Nursery with changing tables, Pack N Plays and rocking 
chair available. Friday and Saturday 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Menu: Salsa beef, vegetarian 
bean medley, fajita chicken, marinated Norwegian whitefish with dill sauce, white, flour 
and multi-grain tortillas or salad shells, fried or baked soft or hard corn tortillas, Mexican 
rice, refried beans, organic green salad mix, shredded lettuce, tomatoes, shredded 
cheese, green peppers, green olives, mushrooms, sour cream, mild salsa, black bean and 
white corn salsa, house dressing, salsa verde, peach pineapple chipotle salsa. Beverages, 
fair trade coffee/tea, white/chocolate milk, Klas mango, melon, limonada, horchata, 
tamarind or Jamacia (hibiscus) soft drinks.  Adults $12; Children 11-15 $8, 6-10 $4.

Living Folk Art Traditions at Vesterheim

“Must See”  Attractions

We invite you to enjoy the many attractions of the Decorah area. 
For a complete listing visit  www.visitdecorah.com.

Bily Clocks Museum
Decorah Eagles
Decorah Fish Hatchery
Dunning Springs/Ice Cave
Laura Ingalls Wilder Park and Museum
Locust School Museum
Porter House Museum
Seed Savers Exchange
Trout Run Trail 
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Norwegian Church Service

Worship service with Norwegian/English traditional liturgy—Sunday at 
8:30 a.m. at Decorah Lutheran Church, 309 Winnebago Street.
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Saturday
The Ultimate Norseman Competition—Athletics play an important role in the 
Scandinavian cultures. Strength, stamina and a strong stomach are all traits of the 
Norse. Festers who participate in the three Saturday events of the Elveløpet 5K or 
15K run, Rock Throw, and the famed Lutefisk eating contest will have their results 
combined to face off with other Ultimate Norsemen! Register at packet pick up for 
the Elveløpet.

Elveløpet—7:30 a.m. Decorah’s “River Run” race 
course along the Upper Iowa River and surrounding 
area highlights the natural beauty that Northeast Iowa 
has to offer. The race begins and ends at Decorah’s 
City Hall (400 Claiborne Dr). Hydration stations are 
provided along the course with fruit and drinks 
available at the finish line.

Online registration is open through Wednesday, July 25th. Final registration and 
packet pick-up will be Friday 6:00-8:00 p.m. at City Hall and Saturday 6:00-7:15 a.m. 
at the Beverage Garden tent.

Nordic Rock Throw—1:00 p.m. Decorah Middle 
School field. There are three weight classes for 
men (50 lb. rock for up to 160 lbs.; 75 lb. rock 
for 161-210 lbs.; 100 lb. rock for over 210 lbs.) 
and 1 weight class for women (50 lb. rock for all 
weights). Must be at least 18 years of age. Entry 
fee: $2. Located at the 400 block of River Street 
next to Decorah Middle School.

Kubb—1:30 p.m. Decorah Middle School field. A lawn 
game where the object is to knock over wooden blocks, 
known as kubbs, by throwing wooden batons at them. 
Play takes place on a small rectangular playing field, 
known as a “pitch.” Tournament is open to all ages. 
Registration for the “After the Parade Tournament” will be 
onsite from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with play beginning at 1:30 p.m. Demonstrations 
will be available for those new to the game. 

Vintage Baseball Game—2:00 p.m. Decorah High School baseball field. Come 
watch the Driftless Dodgers take on the Highland Prairie 
Hayseeds in a game of vintage baseball. The game is a 
blast from the past, featuring teams playing by the rules of 
1860 and wearing uniforms from the time period. Among 
the different rules are a ball caught off one bounce is an 
out, the pitcher doesn’t try to throw strikes, no leading off 
the base and balls hit over the fence (home runs in modern 
rules) can be retrieved for an out. 

Lutefisk Eating Contest— 3:00 p.m. Courthouse 
Square. Put your lutefisk eating skills to the test in 
this competition. No registration or fee, just show up 
ready to down that lutefisk!

Friday and Saturday
Open Bags Play and Bags Tournament—Open bags play on Friday in Canopy 5 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. On Saturday there will be bags tournament play from 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. with the winners choosing their board set immediately after. 

Register teams during the free play time on Friday and 30 minutes before 
tournament play begins on Saturday. Cost is $5 per junior division team (combined 
age of participants 35 and under); $10 per senior division team (combined age of 
participants 35 and over).

Friday
Molkky—3:00 p.m. Decorah Middle School field. A yard game that involves 
throwing a wooden baton at pins to accumulate points. The rules of the game 
are simple and anyone of any ability or age can play. Finland has a large Molkky 
following with many clubs and tournaments, along with the world championships. 
Demonstrations will start at 3:00 p.m., Friday and tournament at 4:00 p.m., Friday. 
Tournament is open to anyone from ages 8 to 80. Entrants can confirm by emailing: 
usmolkky@gmail.com or calling (218) 640-2063.

Kanoløpet—6:30 p.m. Sign up for some fun along the beautiful 
Upper Iowa River. The Kanoløpet is a canoe race from OFF The 
Driftless, 2012 Pulpit Rock Road, to the Twin Bridges located on 5th Street. The race 
will have two canoe divisions determined by the combined ages of the participants 
in each canoe and a third division for kayaks. For canoes with a combined age of 
participants (2/canoe max) 35 and under will be in the youth division, while 36 and up 
will compete in the adult division. The first canoe to pass under the Twin Bridges will 
be declared the winner. Registrations may be completed at the Chamber of Commerce 
and must be completed by 5:00 p.m. on Friday. Cost is $30 per person and includes 
canoe rental, life jackets and paddles. Those who provide their own canoe may enter 
for $20 per person.

Sporting Events 

ArtHaus Art Fair—Join ArtHaus as we welcome artists Red Piglet, Bijoux 
Jewelry, Lauren Bonney, LaLunette Jewelry, Jody Holland, Andrea Adams and 
Michaleen Melby.  Browse their work and take home illustrations, paintings, 
jewelry, apparel, and much more. At the ArtHaus Gallery (508 W. Water St.) and 
the ArtHaus Studio (516 W. Water St.) Friday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Norwegian-American Genealogical Center— In Vesterheim’s library (second 
floor of Westby-Torgerson Education Center): open from 9:00 a.m.-noon and 
1:00-5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Representatives from the center, located 
in Madison, Wisconsin, will be on hand to offer genealogical research advice.

Continuous Events

Kids Activities
Boy Scouts Inflatables—Friday 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m., Saturday from after the 
parade until 5:00 p.m., near Softball Diamond 2. Decorah Boy Scouts will provide 
three inflatables for youth. Small fee.

Family Fornoyelse (FUN) Event—Sponsored by The Toy Jungle at Donlon 
Pharmacy. Located at the  Decorah Covenant Church on Washington Street. 
Friday 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Saturday 1:00-5:00 p.m. Air conditioning, restrooms, 
family seating areas and stroller parking. Activities for all ages: STEAM Activities 
(science, technology, engineering, art, math), Toddler Play Area with Bouncy 
House, Ping Pong tables for youth and adults, Ping Pong Tournaments for Youth: 
(under 17) Friday at 4:00 p.m. Prizes! For Adults: Saturday at 4:00 p.m. Prizes! 
(Preregistration is required to enter tournaments. Please register at Donlon 
Pharmacy or through their Facebook Event.)

NEIM Little Troll Badeland (Water Play Area)—Lively outdoor play area at 
Northeast Iowa Montessori School at 418 Water Street features water play tables, 
toys and activities for preschool-age children. Indoor air-conditioned play space, 
coloring area, family-friendly restrooms, diaper-changing station, and semi-private 
nursing room open for family use.  Small towels and free sunscreen provided.  
Small, healthy, kid-friendly snacks available for purchase. Hours: Friday, 11:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. Free and open to the public.

Park & Rec Activities for Kids—Friday,11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Softball Diamond 
2. Decorah Park & Rec with host open house activities for youth ages 1 to 10. A 
wide variety of fun, free activities for children to take part in. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult at all times while participating in the actvities. 

Trolls Trolley (Pokey Pete) — Tickets sold at corner of Washington and Water 
Streets. Friday, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to parade and after 
parade - 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by Lions Club.

Play in the Bags 
Tournament for a 
chance to win a 

custom board set!
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Nordic Fest Members

VIKING CLUB ($750 & up)

SPONSOR ($500 - $749)

Area Tours

Greg & Karen Bruening
Cats of Laughing Thunder Books, 

Published by ThinkerBlox, LLC
CHOICE Employment Services, Partick & Carrie Dahlquist

Clayton Engen
Mark & Lois Finanger

Larry & Diane Grimstad
Jon & Mary Hart

Hovden Oil
JB Holland Construction, Inc

Luther College
Mabe’s Pizza/Steve & Connie White

The Family Table
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Alliant Energy
Deco Products

Decorah Bank & Trust Co.
Decorah Electric Inc.

Hacker, Nelson & Co. P.C., CPAs
Jim Miles

Pulpit Rock Brewing Co.

NORDIC FLAG DONORS
James & Martha Alm
David & Kathy Bakken
Marilyn Berg Cooper
Johanna Bergan & Joel Zook
Keith Christensen & Dawn 

Deines-Christensen
Richard & Joie Cole
Decorah Bank & Trust Co. 
Thor & Darlene Jondahl
Marilyn Jones
In Memory of Wayne Nelson
Anna & Russell Norris
Neil & Ruth Schraeder
Mabe’s Pizza/Steve & Connie 

White
Paul & Miri Mattson
Vossheim on Court

Yard and Garden Tours—Sponsored by the Decorah Town & Country Garden 
Club. Friday: 9:00 a.m.–noon, Saturday, 1:00–4:00 p.m.  Freewill offering.

1. Rachel Martyn & Shane Melcher, 409 Center 
Avenue— This stately mansion was the home of Dr. 
Christian Hoeg, a physician born in Norway. With his 
neighbor Kristian Prestgard he hybridized gladiolus 
and grew them here in the “Decorah Gladiolus 
Garden,” a commercial garden much admired by locals. 
Directions: From downtown, go east on Water Street; 
turn left on Riverside Avenue and go two blocks, then turn right on Center 
Avenue and go two blocks.

2. Erich and Mary Weiss, 2806 Spruce Ridge Road—
This couple has been working on their extensive yard 
for 50 years, growing heritage trees and landscaping 
with a variety of plants and antiques. Directions: From 
downtown go west on College Drive to Casey’s corner; 
turn right on Locust Road (W-38) and go 3.9 miles;  
then turn right on Spruce Ridge Road and go .7 mile.

3. Ruth  Lynch, 2975 South Old Mill Road—Nestled 
in the hills northeast of Decorah, the gardens 
wrap around the house and blend into the woods. 
Directions: From downtown, go west on College Drive 
to Casey’s corner; turn right on Locust Road (W-38) 
and go 4 miles; turn right on Canoe Ridge Road and 
go .1 mile; turn left on South Old Mill Road and go 1.1 
mile; turn left at the driveway for #2975 which has a Tree Farm sign and 
follow the lane down to the house. 

ENDOWMENTS

James & Martha Alm
Richard & Barbara Amundson
Deborah Bishop & Family
Keith Christensen & Dawn 
Deines-Christensen

Myrv & Anne Christopherson
Decorah Bank & Trust Co. 

Nordic Fest and the Decorah 
community lost a founder and 
contributor. Harry Olson was the 
first president of Nordic Fest in 1967. 
Harry served on the board of directors 
through 1970. 

Harry and his wife Jo, owned and 
operated Ruby’s Restaurant. The only 
local restaurant to feature Norwegian 
food! 

He also held the office of Winneshiek 
County Treasurer, was a member of 
the Masonic Lodge and Jaycees. He 
enjoyed serving the community. Our 
thanks and blessings to the Olson 
family.

In Memory of 
Harry Olson 

(1938-2017)

Jerry & JoAnn Aulwes
Paul Hexom

Jo Olson
Llewellyn & Sharon Storlie

Peggy Wright
Karen & CR Wyse

Friday Morning Butterfly Garden Walk: 7:00-9:00 a.m.— A volunteer will be at 
the prairie on Friday, July 27, from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. to answer your questions. Driving 
directions:  Follow College Drive over the bridge, turn left onto 5th Avenue. Drive five 
blocks to Ohio Street, turn left.  Follow Ohio St. past Aase Haugen over the dike about 
two blocks, where parking is available.  Watch for the Prairie Sign at the Ohio Street 
turn and also on the pole going over the dike.

Gnomes on the Trail—Looking for a fun way to burn 
off some of that lefse and kringla? How about a family-
friendly way to explore more of Decorah? Join in on this 
exciting, free, scavenger hunt made for all ages! 10 mischievous gnomes are hiding 
all along the Trout Run Trail and Freeport Trail, enjoying the scenery and spying on 
the passing bikers and walkers. Find as many as you can and you’ll be entered in a 
drawing for fabulous prizes. Don’t forget your camera and smiles: additional prizes 
will be awarded in several photo contest categories!  Maps and further details are 
available at the Decorah Chamber of Commerce, 507 W. Water Street, beginning 
Monday, July 23 and throughout Nordic Fest.

Locust School Tours—The Locust School Museum will be open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. during Nordic Fest. The address is 1640 Big Canoe 
Road (corner of W38 and A26). It is 10 miles NE of Decorah. The school is owned and 
operated by the Winneshiek County Historical Society. It was built in 1854 and used 
until 1962. It is not handicap accessible. 
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PATRON ($250 - $499)

Aase Haugen Senior Services
Anundsen Publishing Company
Donald & Barbara Berg
Keith & Amy Bruening
Bruening Rock Prod., Inc.
David & Brenda Carlson
Chiropractic Offices of Dr. Kelly 

Reagan
Steve & Patti Davis
Decorah Chick Hatchery
Decorah Rental
Decorah Rotary Club
Fairfield Inn & Suites Decorah
Chuck & Ranae Gipp
Jerry & Sally Haugen
Marilyn M. Holland
David Judisch
KAR Auto Group
Lynch BBQ Company

Northeast Security Bank
Norwegian Mutual Insurance
Mark & Jenny Olson
Olson Explosives, Inc.
Oneota Valley Family Eye Care
Paul Hudson State Farm Agency
Drew & Cheryl Pellett
Judy & Dale Peter
Ken & Ruth Procter
Harley & Norma Refsal
Reliable Dumpster Services/Malcom 

Enterprises
Frank & Jo Marie Riha
Neil & Ruth Schraeder
T-Bock’s Sports Bar & Grill
Viking State Bank & Trust
Walmart
Wicks Construction, Inc.

Hours: Mon-Wed 2-10 pm, Thur 12-10pm, Fri-Sat 12-11pm, Sun 12-8 pm
207 College Drive, Decorah, IA   pulpitrockbrewing.net   (563) 380-3610

563.382.9473 | decorahelectric.com  |  2400 Stone Hill Rd, Decorah, IA

• AGRICULTURAL  

• COMMERCIAL  

• RESIDENTIAL  

• INDUSTRIAL  

• SOLAR

• SECURITY

ATM CASH for Nordic Festivities

Decorah Bank Drive-thru,  1006 Division St.  • Luther College,  Centennial Union
Nordic Express, 1101 Montgomery St.  • Winneshiek  Medical Center, 901 Montgomery St.

Casey’s General Stores,  Hwy 9 & Old Stage Rd.  and 401 College Dr. 

Downtown locations:  Decorah Bank,  202 E. Water St.   •  Oneota Food Co-op,  312 W. Water St.

202 E. Water St.      563 382-9661   decorahbank.com

Hacker, NelsoN & co. P.C.
certified public accouNtaNts 

aNd busiNess coNsultaNts

JosepH a. bouska, cpa   
 keNNetH r. keuNe, cpa
Neil W. scHraeder, cpa

563 382-3637 • 123 W.  Water st., decoraH, ia

 email@HackerNelsoN.comDeco Products  •  506 Sanford St.  •  563 382-4264  •  decoprod.com

rah
For over 50 Years

Proud to be 
part of

Nordic Fest gratefully acknowledges the individuals, businesses and organizations that 
support the celebration through their contributions of supplies and services.

Special thank you to the countless volunteers 
who give their time, talent and energy to the Fest.

IN KIND CONTRIBUTORS

Ace Hardware
Bank of the West
Bodensteiner Implement Company
Bruening Rock Products
John Condon
Dallas Brusse
Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce
Decorah Bank & Trust Co.
Decorah Chevrolet -Cadillac
Decorah Community Schools
Decorah Fire Department
Decorah Kawasaki
Decorah Newspapers
Decorah Police Department
Decorah Street Department
Decorah Viking Athletic Booster Club
Downtown Decorah Businesses
Fareway
Hacker, Nelson & Co., P.C.

Julie Strom Hendrickson
Hovden Oil
Iowa Rotocast Plastics
KDEC Radio
KVIK Radio
Luther College
Tim Lynch
M&M Lawn and Leisure
Malcom Enterprises/Reliable 
Dumpster Services Inc. 
Olsgard Auto
Oneota Community Food Co-op
Peterson Photography
Rockweiler Appliances and TV
Snap Marketing LLC
Sodexo
Spahn & Rose Lumber
West Music
Winneshiek County Fair Board
Zelda Productions
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A&J Petersburg Agency
Richard & Barbara Amundson
Anderson, Wilmarth, Van Der Maaten, Belay, 

Fretheim, Gipp & Zahasky Law Office
Jerry & JoAnn Aulwes
Donna Bahr
David & Kathy Bakken
Bank of the West
Barney’s Bar & Grill
Marilyn Berg Cooper
Michael & Carol Bergan
Jim & Kirstie Bower
William & Karen Brown
Decorah Cleaners
Duane & Eileen Bruening
Dr. Jim & Jane Bullard
Dave & Connie Busta
Eric & Cynthia Carlson
Sandy & Reed Carlson
Beverly & Elliot Christen
Keith Christensen & Dawn Deines-

Christensen
Myrv & Anne Christopherson
Decorah Memorial Co.
Decorah Sons of Norway Valdres I-503
Decorah Tire Service Inc.
Echleon Wealth Partners/Ameriprise 

Financial Services
Greg & Beth Eide
Alan & Sue Ellickson
Ed & Joyce Epperly
Karla & Lindsay Erdman
Lowell Erdman
Erdman Engineering, P.C.
Nathan Ersig
Kent & Lois Finanger
Ruth Fjelstad
Diann Frey
Friest & Associates Realtors
James & Elizabeth Fritz
Gallery of Tops
Games XP
Debra Rosheim Geske
Ron Gesme & Bev Crumb-Gesme
Craig & Cristel Gjerde
Kim & Mary Glock
Mark & Christine Gowdy-Jaehnig
Joe & Ann Grimstad

Gundersen Health System
Susan & Jim Haemker
Tom & Lola Haugen
Hotel Winneshiek
Impact Coffee
Inspire(d) Media
Kelly Real Estate
Knox Financial Services, LLC
Kris & Dave Kratz
La Rana
Marilynn & Bob Larson
Reg & Jeri Laursen
LetterWerks Sign City
Kevin & Mini Locke
Tim & Mary K. Lynch
Margaret’s Boutique, Inc.
Marine Credit Union Foundation
Paul & Miri Matteson
Meyer, Lorentzen & Nelson
Modish
Bev & Paul Nichols
Sherry & Marc Nichols
Dave & Muriel Olsen
Dale R. & Karla L. Olson
Oneota Community Food Co-op
Lester & Evie Peterson
Marilyn & Francis Peterson
Verna Peterson
Putnam Fern & Thompson Law Office PLLC
Carole Rambo
Dirk Rosholt
Robert & Lucille Rosholt
David & Joy Roslien
Rubaiyat Restaurant
Sarah Ruen Blanchard
Schluter-Balik Funeral Homes
Eric & Annette Schweinefus
Tom & Kim Sheppard
Sports World
In Memory of Gary Svenson
Dean & Karen Teslow
Allen & Janice Vik
Bob & Linda Watson
Jim & Caroline Weis
Weis Buick GMC
Winneshiek Medical Center
Chad & Kristina Wiltgen

SUSTAINER ($100 - $249)

900 Montgomery, Decorah, IA 52101    Phone: 563.382.2933
brueningrock.com

Bruening Rock Products 
is here to serve you.  

From driveways to major highway 
projects, we can supply all of your 

aggregate needs.

Breakfast Served 
All Day

Hours: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
Every Day

817 Mechanic St, Decorah, IA • 563 382-2964 • familytabledecorah.com

520 W. Water St. • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

National Norwegian-American 
Folk Art Exhibition
Open through July 28! 

Vesterheim
The National Norwegian-American
Museum & Heritage Center

Building  your  
   sustainable future 

©2018 Alliant Energy  6372203  MJ

4 LOCATIONS! 
Headquartered in Ridgeway with 

offices and bulk plants in Decorah, 
Cedar Rapids and New Albin.Main Office: 1425 Main St., Ridgeway, IA

(800) 280-6600   office@hovdenoil.com    hovdenoil.com

Providing quality products 
and outstanding customer 
service for over 60 years.

Move easier
With less pain
For all ages in the family

563-419-6878        126 College Dr., Decorah        www.decorahrolfing.com   

Decorah Rolfing®
Hans Finanger,

Certified RolferTM

BLIMP! BOT! BURP! HORK! 
FOLLOW THE ADVENTURES OF THE CATS OF LAUGHING THUNDER  

AS THEY EACH LAUNCH A BUSINESS TO EARN MONEY.

SVEN STARTS A COOKING SHOW WITH DISHES THAT ARE A BIT BIZARRE.

YOLANDA BUILDS A ROBOT WITH SERIOUS ISSUES.

PUMPKIN PUBLISHES A “HOW TO BE UNMANNERLY” WEBSITE.

BUT THEY FACE MANY TROUBLES ALONG THE WAY – FROM SILLY ADULTS TO STUPID TEENS,  
FROM UNRULY ROBOTS TO WILD WEATHER.

WILL THEY SUCCEED?

YOU CAN EXPLORE THE WORLD OF LAUGHING THUNDER AT: 
WWW.LAUGHINGTHUNDER.COM

SVEN     FRITZ     PUMPKIN     YOLANDA

NEWLY 

RELEASED

CHILDRENS 

BOOK!
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Barb & Jeff Wettach
Winneshiek County Historical Society
Winneshiek Title & Abstract Company

BOOSTER ($50 - $99)

Ole Winter
Laurie & Alan Zaring
Peter & Ellen Zimmerman

Julie & Ron Ahrens
Mike & Cindy Albers
James & Martha Alm
Sarah Andersen
Alicia Anderson
B & B on Broadway
John & Carol Baker
Scott Barnett
Barthell OES Home Residents & Staff
Margaret & Brian Betteridge
Beyond the Bar Bakery
Helen Bidne Hendrickson
Deborah Bishop & Family
Renee & Collyn Bridges
Steve & Dena Chambliss
Jack & Lila Christensen
Richard & Joie Cole
Copyland
Tom & Vanessa Courtney
Naomi Craft
Charles & Patricia Dahly
David Finholt Construction Inc./Tryad Kitchen & 

Design
Decorah Country Inn
Decorah Goodwill Store
Mark & Vicki Donhowe
Barbara M. Dostal
Elwyn & Judy Dotzenrod
Dale & Arlene Dougherty
Richard & Linda Drackley
Dug Road Inn
Jeff & Kathy Ellingson
Lois Estrem
Ron & Marcy Fadness
Fareway Meat & Grocery
Farmers & Merchants Savings Bank
Duane & Marlene Fenstermann
Mike & Pat Fitzgerald
Jean Ann Forde
Jeffrey B. Freidhof
Vic & Dianne Fye
Carol & Rich Gaard
The Getup
Nancy Gilson
Todd & Tabita Green
Chuck & Terri Grosser
Hammel Jewelers
Bradley & Marion Hanson
Harman Realty
Carol Hasvold
Nora Hendrickson
Paul Hexom
Margaret & George Hills
Jim & Sandy Hoeg
CJ & Charlie Huber
LeRoy & Jean Iverson
J. Tupy
Lyle & Babe Jacobson
Jane Jakoubek
Irma P. Johnson
Steve & Barb Johnson
Marilyn Jones
Elizabeth Kaschins
KDEC 100.5 and KDEC 1240
Jane Kemp
Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank
Knights of Columbus - St. Benedict #4208
Jim & Arlene Lage
Walter V. Langland
Anton & Marilyn Larson
Duane & Arlene Larson
Rich & Penny Leake
Gary & Gerry Lee
Jim & Renee Lillibridge
Lyle & Sue Luzum
Marilyn’s Hallmark
Diann Marten
Robert M. McQueen
Nancy Meyer
 MLB Tax & Accounting, LLC
Larry & LaVonne Monson
NEIT
Dean & Barbara Nelson

Roy & Beverly Nelson
Borghild Neset
Ness Pumping Service & Porta Potty Rentals Inc
John & Amy Noel
Anna & Russell Norris
Once Upon A Time Book Shop
Sue & Lyle Otte
Eric & Deborah Paulson
Peaceful Springs Wellness, Doris Pfister 

Thompson
Perry Novak Electric Inc
Scott & Lori Pierce
Scott & Kristin Propson
Randeen Torvik Ragan
Lauren Reagan
Rich & Erica Reiser
Phil & Ruth Reitan
Revelation/Merle Norman Cosmetic/Les Wigs Renee
Rockweiler Appliance & TV
Carolyn Rod
Rosemary & Frank Roehl
Sharon Rossman
Linus & Sue Rothmeyer
John & Hannah Schroeher
Pat Seckar
Dave & Jan Siefken
Luann Smith
Lucille Smock
Craig & Jeanette Spilde
Larry & Deanna Stevenson
Bob & Dode Stoskopf
Don & Sally Stromseth
Subway Restaurant
Sundance Travel
Sunflower Childcare & Preschool
David Svenson
In Honor of Richard & Linda Svenson
Richard & Linda Svenson
Ron & Nina Taylor
Jerry & Elaine Thompson
Joe & Rhonda Thompson
Thompson Truck & Trailer Inc.
Marlys & Arlen Thorsgaard
Thrifty White Pharmacy
John & Karen Tjostem
Otis & Jane Tollefson
Toy Jungle & Donlon Pharmacy
Pat Usgaard
Viking Realtors
Joann Voltmer
Norma J. Wangsness
Phyllis Wasta
Vera Wensole
West Music
West Side Study Club
Bernie & Colleen Wetli

Luther College provides transformational experiences that 
inspire students to connect faith with learning, freedom 
with responsibility, and life’s work with service.

1014 S. Mill Street, Suite 9, Decorah
563.382.4056

choiceemploymentservices.com

Assisting individuals with disabilities 
to find and maintain competitive 
community employment.  
A Ticket To Work provider.

CHOICE partners with the State of 
Iowa, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services, Iowa Department of the 
Blind, County Social Services, United 
Healthcare, AmeriGroup and the 
National Disability Institute. 

Mabe’s Pizza & Restaurant

• Fast, free delivery limited area
• Party rooms available
• We feature a full menu

Open 7 days a week 11 a.m. - closing

382-4297 • 110 E. Water St., Decorah

___Yes, I would like to become a member of Nordic Fest! 
$_________ Is enclosed as my tax deductible contribution    

___ Yes, I would like to be a Norwegian Flag supporter for $100. Several are to be added/replaced in 2018.

___ Yes, I would like to contribute to the Nordic Fest Endowment. Amount $__________

Contributions over $50 will be listed in the program:

Name (as you would like it listed): _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________

       Mail to: Nordic Fest, 507 West Water Street, Decorah, Iowa 52101

___ Viking Club ($750 +) 

___ Sponsor ($500-749) 

___ Patron ($250-499)

___ Sustainer ($100-249) 

___ Booster ($50-99) 

___ Member ($30-49)

2092 State Highway 9
Decorah, IA

(563) 382-2901

JBHolland.net

JB Holland Construction, Inc. is dedicated to 
providing quality services to valued customers 
throughout the states of  Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Wisconsin and Nebraska. We have over 30 years of  
experience and provide a wide variety of  excavating 
and construction services; everything from land 
clearing and grading to sewer and utility work. 

Let JB Holland 
Grade a Path to Your Future!
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Chairs:
John Condon and the Decorah High School 

shop class
Tom Sheppard
Laurie U. Thompson
Amy Courtney
Haley Ogoy

Chair Raffle to Support 
the Fireworks Show

Tickets can be purchased at the Chamber  Building. Tickets cost $5 for 1, $10 for 3, and $20 for 7. 
Drawing will be held at the Courthouse Square Saturday evening at approximately 7:00 pm. 

to the Garbage Trolls, aka the Northeast Iowa Rugby Club, 
for keeping the garbage and recycling under control.Thanks!

Special thanks to the following individuals 
who built, painted and contributed to the 
chair raffle and the bag boards: 

Bag boards:
John Condon and the Decorah High School 
shop class

Erik Dutcher and the Decorah High School 
art students

Sarah Hedlund
Kaija Kjome
Nick Hirka

Bags Tournament Prizes
See page 10 for details


